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|OUGH MOST of the items in the 
dail^ press manure to be both silly 
enng, there is occasionally a frant- 
story which mate capitalist and 
iiiM -uniled brothers. This is the 
where a small, brave group, or 
as was recently the case, one man. 
implacable war on the arrogant 
of authority. To the newsman, 
vid v. Goliath theme will keep 
'uEatron in a healthy state. Besides. 
* only ’Us' v Them" story likely 
£ the goggle-box watchers away 
ppers and cowboys, ft Is amazing 
opk will want one side or another 
on TV but. when it comes to 
something worthwhile in their 
iety. their persons seem to take 
[ysterious adhesiveness in relation 
chair. 

there arc some people, though 
Sst to the core, who have been 
out for age* now. Their money 
n grabbed by Ihe State with not so 
a by-your-leave, and accordingly 
t These people feel it is Lime 
t their authority and remind us 
little freedom wc really have, 
this month, nine men and a 
in militant mood, defied all the 
and implied threats of British 
i officialdom British Railways 
the 7,49 from Blackfriars to 
is to pass through Shoreham. 
bt, they claimed that the station was 
om used after 8 p.m. Ten Shoreham 
idents challenged this assumption 
leaving Blackfriars they told 
I way police that if the train did not 
at their station, they would be 
illcclfvcly responsible for pulling the 
immunkation cord. This, a railway 
icial never tired of tel l ing them, was a 
[cry dangerous thing to do. British 
Railways no doubt fell that this was their 
best line of attack, since the rest of their 
case looked very weak before people who 
had suflered British Railways* apologies 
and gibberish down the years, As the 
train made its way into the heart of 
|Ccnt, one of B R "s higher-up 1 ackeys 
pitied his wits against ten people. He 
tried to bluff them into giving up thetr 
plan. But his subtle brairmashing 
attempt fell on stoney ground; the besi 
he could do was not good enough. The 
Shoreham passengers never had to go to 
the lengths they intended, because they 
»on the argument. The official, con¬ 
ceding defeat, instructed the driver to 
stop [he train al Shoreham. British 
Railways it seems have more than met 
their match, since the top people arc 
retiring for ‘talks', or more likely to 


RAF EDIEU RAIDED 


rpHE US Rolans Beet communications 
centre goes under the euphemism 
'RAF EdzetT. There are about 300 US 
Navy personnel stationed there perma¬ 
nently in a specially built village lucked 
on to the base. Nine members of Aber¬ 
deen Anarchists and YCND made the 
40-mile [rip south on November 5 and 
carried out saturation leaflet ting with 
the WRJ leaflet Entry, even lo the 
village, is forbidden, but wc were un¬ 
molested although continuously followed 
round by RAF and USN staff in cars. 
After leaflet Ling each house wc began to 
pul leaflets in cars* milk-boxes and even 
to pt^i Ihcm through open windows. 
Wc then knocked on doors and tried to 
engage the servicemen in con versa lion 
but the reply was always* 'No. wcYe not 
allowed lo talk about that' or ’No, 1 
don’t care’, A woman tried to slap a 
leaffetier but generally Lhe reception was 
one of indifference or humorous cyni¬ 
cism On lhe way back we stopped at 
the h ive proper ami the main gales were 
slummed shut on us. There we got 


two British civilian personnel into con¬ 
versation. explaining our position on 
Vietnam* the Hast-West confrontation, 
Hungary, etc. They seemed to be 
worried and moved by some of what we 
said although their final word was that 
although they’d no idea what lhe place 
was, or what they were doing, they 
would continue to work therqnuverthe- 
less. We left threatening hug£*demon- 
sfrulions the following weekend The 
general feeling among us was one of 
elation—nothing like this has happened at 
Edzcl! before and it lx bound to have 
an effect of some kind—although, for 
myself at any rate, it was mingled with 
one of unti-climax. 

I.R.M. 


Super Market 
for Whom? 


lulual Aid-the 7.49 


lick their wounds. The advertising 
executive who planned the coup told a 
reporter that the object of the exercise 
was to draw r attention to bad planning on 
the railways. But any administration 
which can tolerate tired minds like 
Robertson and Beeching to run its affairs* 
is sure to suffer from chronic dry rot 
for ever afterwards. 

In Chiswick though, it was a case of 
direct action but no mutual md*. The 
direct action was all the effort of one 
man. who on finding people unco¬ 
operative dream ed-up something he 
called the Hounslow Borough Rate¬ 
payers' Council. Georgt Kirhv kept hU 
hoax going for a year. He invented 
meetings at which resolutions calling for 
action were passed, and a lot more besides 
which was frankly eyewash. He had 
councillors taking this non-existent 
organisation seriously. So seriously, in 
fact, that more than one councillor had 
begun to think that the ‘ratepayers' 
council’ would put up a candidate at the 
next election, solely for the purpose of 
reducing the inflated local rates Most 
people were quite happy to leave the 
work to George Kirby. He soon found 
himself Hooded with a vast ’fan-mail'. 
People seemed quite happy to have 
found, as they seemed to believe, an 
individual to champion their cause, so 
long as they merely wrote into him 
about their grievances and general 
negligence by the council, 

The people of Shoreham have put an 
anarchist idea into practice and have 
seen for themselves that it brings results. 
But far too often these same groups of 
people, who have won a small battle on 
behalf of their fellow-men, allow the 
council to regain its equilibrium. Rates 
arc only the beginning usually, since 
there are fewer things local and national 
bodies do these days, while asking for 
more money all the time. Money people 
could use w-irh far better advantage 
build mg the society they really want 
instead of allowing lhe State advertisers to 
seduce them, and in turn wage a futile war 
on the nearby Jones family. In fact 
officialdom can will surprisingly easily, 
as stubborn and clever anarchisls have 
found out before now. The majority of 
British people will have to realize that 
making asses of moneyed reactionaries 
should be more than a jokey indulgence 
when the need arises, It should become 
a method which eventually grows into an 
autonomous society which rejects $elf- 
appointed power seekers. 

Ron Pear i 


TT IS A customary ploy by pofi* 
1 tictans to throw a new concept 
at a public deeply worried about 
some real policy danger of the 
moment. Is it too cynical for an 
anarchist to assume that the recent 
agitation started by Mr. Harold 
Wilson for Britain to enter the 
European ’Common Market' k no 
more than a device to divert our 
attention from such mundane things 
as the increasing unemployment, the 
wage freeze, devaluation, loss of 
real earnings at home, and Rho¬ 
desia. Aden and Vietnam abroad. 

A concommiiam of this is that 
political commentators, even of this 
paper alas, will have to make up 
their minds whether they arc for 
or against the policy of Britain 
entering the Common Market. What 
wasted research, what hours of 
enforced boredom should this plan 
be a non-starter! How much one 
admires earlier editors of Freedom 
who would cat through a mountain 
of spaghetti undaunted and emerge 
on lhe other side still hungry for 
more! 

Whai has the Common Market got 
to do wilh anarchism? Clearli very 


hide What the signatories to ihe 
I reai> of Rome wanted was a 
super-corpor?. c stale, a complete 
social, political and economic amal¬ 
gamation with a presidency not 
elected but appointed by exisling 
governments, and wilh a pooling of 
scientific, economic and other ser¬ 
vices including police, and this last 
is lhe firsi to function properly. 
This is hardly a federation of auto¬ 
nomous regions who would need a 
minimum of international trading, 
but rather a vast supermarket based 
on over-production, advertising and 
of benefit mainly to big monopolies 
like 1CI and its French, German. 
Italian counterparts 

Some people will of course argue 
that although wc are anarchist we 
cannot escape being pan and parcel 
of lhe system and if wc cannot have 
’anarchy’ ihen we might as well 
acquiesce and choose the lesser evil. 
They will further argue that as Bri¬ 
tain has no colonies now to speak 
or except the Falkland Islands* 
Gibraltar and Aden and that the 
Commonwealth is a myth with only 
New Zealand and some African 
countries needing special safeguards 


we may a, well enter the Common 
Market which will benefit our 
superior manufacturing industries 
and our incomparable banking and 
insurance facilities. 

But perhaps these people wjU tell 
us if they know fund we doubt that 
they do), which of our industries 
will benefit and which will go to 
the wall? And. if our food prices 
go up. how will they keep up 'real 
wages’? And how can they do all 
this without devaluation, that they 
proles! ‘must be resisted a I all 
costs*? We are asking these 
questions out of sheer impudence, 
as anarchisls arc usually accused of 
advocating solutions without worry¬ 
ing about their consequences. 

At the same time they may also 
idl us what is wrong with our 
solution, now that Britain is just a 
small off-shore island, of producing 
only for need and not for trade, a 
system based on self-sufficiency not 
on wasteful competition, of using 
this small island's resources not just 
to benefit the I who own 99 of 
the country's wealth, but for the 
benefit of the whole population, 

R 



140 Million 
Extra Hands 


T he director general of the 

United Nations Fond Lind Agricul¬ 
tural Organization reports that world 
food production failed to rise in 1965-66 
but world population has increased by 
about 70 million, FAG is one of the 
world agencies of the United Nations 
which is truly functional, and it does a 
good job of expert work, so one can 
defer to their authority in this mailer. 

However, one is faced with the old 
Malthusian argument which one had 
hoped to see extinguished by techno¬ 
logical progress. The process whereby 
the human race acquires another 7(1 
million members per year is referred to 
sinister! y as 'the population explosion'. 
Wc are informed that Mr. Robert Ken¬ 
nedy's family population will shortly 
explode from nine to ten. U this really 
an explosion? Since It is happening to 
a good Catholic like Mr, Kennedy one 
must presume it is planned, expected 
and will be welcomed. 11 is in fact a 
fruition, not an explosion and each of 
the little Kenuedys has been born wilh 
an income a.11 ached, j blessing denied 
the majority of the other 69,999,999 extra 
who came on lo the planet in Ihe same 
year. 


ANARCHY 69 is about ECOUNSY 

MONTHLY 2$. 


If the extra members of ihe human 
race all had the sense lo be born in the 
more prosperous sections of the world 
this would be no problem, but since a 
majority of the human race is bom lo 
poverty this is the cue for all the ‘do 
gooders’ (including Unesco and WHO) 
to urge upon the greater breeders 
various methods of contraception, pills, 
loops and coils. More than this, com¬ 
pulsory sterilization is recommended as 
a cure for this curse of population. 

Nobody has suggested this for the 
Kennedy*, indeed, as Catholics, even 
birth control, by the more blatant 
methods is frowned upon Neither has 
birth control been strenuously advocated 
to solve America's problem of poverty 

Malthus m fact, does ride again and 
technology has succeeded m providing 
methods whereby the State may decree 
who may be fruitful and multiply and 
who may not. this is all justified and 
accepted in the name of preventing world 
poverty. 

Malthas' Essay oti Population put for¬ 
ward the proposition Ihnt population 
increases in geometrical progression, and 
sustenance only increases arithmetically 
Godwin always subscribed to the view 
of 'faith in the faculties of man to strike 
out remedies yet unknown! The God 
of the Rev, Malthus who made the 
blight that struck the Irish potato also 
made the rubbei plant The scientific 
knowledge that gave us penicillin is part 
of the same process that gave us the pIU. 
(It also gave us the bomb which may be 
the reverend gentleman’s checks and 
balances operating on a grand scale!) 

The proposition that it is only the 
backward races of the earth that increase 
and multiply should sow suspicion in 
our minds that this doctrine of over¬ 
population is only another shuffling off 
of the ‘white man’s burden’, and as ihe 
Rev. Malthus thought Ihut the poor 
should be kepi down, so the nco-Mai- 
ihusiuns think that the lumpenproletariat 
of the earth should restrain or be re¬ 
strained from breeding. 

NO BUSINESS PROPOSITION 

Wc are assured by statesmen and poll 
ticians—who frequently send rackets to 
the moon, and fully victualled and out¬ 
fitted troops to all quarters of the earth 
— that ii is not possible to feed the 
starving millions of Africa and Asia, 
Even if it were a business proposition 
for Fortes and Joseph Lyons lo supply 


packed lunches to them for cash it could 
and would be done (Whether they 
would still suffer from malnutrition 
afterwards is another vlory.) But . 
we are told food is shon, Ihcre is jungle 
and there is desert. There art bad years 
for the crops and people just starve. 

Talk of famine is a question of priori¬ 
ties. When there was an earthquake in 
Turkey every nation rushed to its aid* 
governmental agencies as well as private 
organizations Why? Because Turkey 
occupies an important strategic position 
and her welfare is necessary to political 
stability in the Near East. 

Wc are told of deserts, yet when oil 
companies were prospecting in the Sahara 
they needed water so they drilled for it 
and discovered that under the Sahara 
there is a vast reservoir of water, Israel 
was similarly regarded as unable to be 
cultivated by the Arabs who, being a 
nomadic people (and their rulers being 
mainly interested in oil) were not In¬ 
terested m cultivation. The Israelis by 
a thoroughly uneconomic application of 
labour and irrigation have made the 
desert blossom as the rose 
MAD ENGLISHMAN 

The Englishman abroad is frequently 
regarded as mad and a specimen turned 
up in Kenya who had a mania for 
planting trees He is still planting trees, 
now in the Sahara. This may be thought 
to be part of the English passion for land¬ 
scape gardening but Richard St. Barbe 
Baker (whose latest book Sahara Con¬ 
quest. Lutterworth, 8/6* is just out) has a 
method in his madness about trees. He 
claims, with justification, that to reclaim 
the barren areas of the world all thal is 
necessary is the patient cultivation of 
trees which will act as a collector of 
water for the soil and will prevent the 
top soil from drifting away. We are 
in tact all living on about two inches 
of tup soil which can soon be lost for 
'only man can make a deserf, 

Richard St- Barbe Baker is not the 
only sane madman. In lhe Observer 
tin I0.6fi) a report of a conference on 
factory farming run by the West of 
England Campaign Against Factory 
Farming stated that 'intensive factory 
farming, as practised in advanced coun¬ 
tries is quite irrelevant to the world’s 
food problems' Dr E. S Schumacher* 
Economic Adviser to the National Coal, 

Continued on page 2 

























BOOKS 

for 

Presents 


Please order m good time Book* can 
he sent direct Ip your fricnih. with 
cards if necessary. Invoices to you. 
SUGGESTED BOOKS 
In the Struggle l«r Equalitt flhc 
tilery of the Anarchist Red Cross) 

R Yetemky 17/6 
Pilate's (Jucsiinn Alfred Reynolds 12/6 
('anvcriptimi Conflict Deni* Haye* 7 6 
Three Basic Problems of Fret India 

JayBprmkish Narayin tSh 
Amirehivm George Woodcock 

I Penguin) 7/6 

A Hundred Years of RtioJulbn 
Woodcock Hewrison, Postgate* cR Sf- 
Talks to Parents and Teachers 

Homer Lane 16/6 
Hnnier I anc: a Biographt 

W. David Wills 40- 
Anufcliy and Order Herbert Read 21 h 
To Heli "ilh Unity re Herbert Read 21/- 
I duration TTi rough Art 

Herbert Read (paper hack) iSh 
t nnttmponus British Art 

Herbert Read (paper back) */6 
An No* Herbert Read (paper back) 10 6 
The Sane Sorirtv 

Erich Fromm (paper back) 12/6 
The Art of Loving 

Erich Fromm (paper back) 4/6 
Thr Anarchists 

ted i Irving L Horowitz (paper back) 7/6 

Patiffn* of Aimrchj 

led.) Kn merman and Perry 

{paper back) 15/- 

Authorrii and Delinquency In I hi- 
Modern Stair Alex Comfort 10/6 
and 

{of course) 

Freedom Press Publications listed below 


Freedom Bookshop 

lOpen 2 pan.—5.JO p.m. daily: 

10 aao.—I p-ttu Thursday!; 

10 a an—5 pan. Saturdays), 

17a MAXWELL ROAD 
FULHAM SW6 Tel: REN 3736 


FREEDOM PRESS 
PUBLICATIONS 

mupcnom from "Freedom 1 

Voi 2 1952: Putneript to Posterity 
Vol 5 1953 CuloniflJibm on Trial 
Voi 4 [954 Living on a Volcano 
Vo) 5 1955: The Immoral MomMatu 
Voi 6 1956 Oil and Troubled Water# 
Voi 7 J957: Year One—Sputnik Era 
Vol i 1958; Socialism in a Whedchaii 
Vol 9 1959: Print. Pre&a & Public 
Vol 10 i960: The Tragedy of Africa 
Vo) II 1961 Hie People in the Street 
Vo! J2 1962: Pilkiogton v, Beeching 
Vo) 13 1963: Force* of Law and Order 
Each volume paper 7/6 doth 19/6 
The paper edition of the Selection# <• 
avarUbk to readera of b KKKIK3M 
« 5/6 pm free 

VERNON RICHARDS 

Malaieiia Hit Life and Ideal 
doth 21 b: paper JO/6 

L MALA1EMTA 
Anarchy Paper If 
PKOTDHON 

What fa Property'/ doth 4|(- 

atlxamjlk BERMMAN 
ARC of Anarchiam paper 2 6 
HEMtMf HEAD 
Poetry A Anarchiam paper 2/6 
hLkX f OMFOft l 
Idmquency Ad. 

PAUL ELTZBAGHJttt 
Uiafchurn (Seven Exponent* of the 
Ana rebut PbiloAopbyj cloth 21 /* 

RiJDOIT RCM K EM 
Mailortaliam and C uliui* 
doth 21/- 

* IIARE.EA MARTIN 

Towurda a Free Society hi 

JOHN IfhWETSON 

U 1 Health. Poverty andl I hr Stale 
Uuili 2/6 paper 1 /- 

VOIJNF 

Nun, icen Seventeen II he Kuaaian 
Re vol ui ton Betrayed) doth 12/6 
The Unknown Revolution 
(Kronutadi 1921. Ukraine 1918 IM 

doth 12/6 

R A, GUTRIND 

Hie Expanding Environment 

(illnitrated) boards 8/6 

GEORGE BARRETT 

He First Person fSdeaionoi 2/A 


Sex Without 
Affection 


QUllft HAY1S JN rl Tt llY, by H* nry 
NlllH-r. PiibiKhrd hy 1 illrter A Boveitv 
24/-- 

T his book. Quiet %f in CHchy, is, 

two loop short stone* about Henry 
Miner's life m the French Capua l before 
lhe Second World War. They have never 
before been published in England. This 
is vintage Miller with a vengeance. Miller 
can write really magnificently at limes, 
this language would he a poorer thing 
without him but there arc indeed a lot 
of huts. He writes about sc*, that is 
an unrfersiiitcrneni if ever there was one. 
hut he never writes about it with ufTcc- 
lion, it never scents to have dawned on 
him that sex is a means not an cud. 
Yet he can write abouta number of things 
with genuine affection, food, the Jewish 
quarter of Paris. Greece, the Midi, and 
the Latin world us a whole He can 
describe a meal, a wine, a si reel imd 
even u man better Ilian he can describe 
making love. In fuel in his writing 
making love cannot fairly be called 
making love, it comes nearer to making 
Miller 

Women never come to life in his work, 
they simply go to bed or do il in a lax) 
To compare the women in Balzac or 
Hardy to the women in Miller is to 
compare Sarah Bernhardt with 3 starlet 
in a B u feature, Yet it is useless to 
dismiss Miflcr as a mere pomographer. 
it just won t wash. 

Yet one earth get away from the feeling 
that Miller might easily write on lavatory 
walls, but one. equally, has no difficulty 
m remembering that that is not the only 
place he writes or the only things he 
writes about. While one is reading these 


Dorics one can achtally vee mid smell 
and hear Paris, and these %|ghm and 
^rmrlh Jin f ] sou mis: come hack lo invade 
onc\i senses long after one has put die 
book down 

Miller may, justi possibly, n it indeed 
be i% real artist, but he MOST certainly 
h;K generous share of Irue art in him, 
of thai there e« n be Clt3 doubi at all He 
may noi have written a masterpiece, 
aHhoiigh T rt>P n ol Cun err comes very 
close [l> being one. btu he is Hie mauler 
of ft number of pieces of first rate writing* 
particularly of tin account of trying to 
get Into England without imy money 
entitled “New haven-Dieppe, filler et re tour’ 
He is certainly Ihc most important writer 
m English (the French have more 


interesting one*, Htaicc C Vdndrcs and Jean 
Genet) to come om of whnt ihe «iuiir« 
would cull Gutter ftahcmiimism, of * hich 
ihe fteurnlk movement i* the current 
example. I ike them. Miller in a rebel 
not n revbludomflry. Yet in )iG love of 
food, wine, travel and architecture he 
reminds one of a working-ch'^ Cyril 
Connolly. 

ft is ultimately more harmful to a 
writer's reputation to be overpraised Ihttn 
it is t o be ignored. Appolliftaire K ;hc 
classic example of Lhil sad fate $tmc 
critics, among them Lawrence Durr ell, 
have said that Miller is the equal of 
Whitman and Blake Thai ri rather hke 
saying that Wilson is the equal of 
Gladstone. Paul Potts, 


Yevtushenko-Rebel 


THE POETRY OF YEVGENY YEV- 
lUSHFNKO 1953-1965, Published by 
Odder & Boyars. 42/-. 
trims COLLECTION may help to 
1 destroy a current mylh, for it fails to 
substantiate the much-vaunted claims lhai 
Yevgeny Yevtushenko's work is of vilnl 
International significance and that he 
hirrtsclI in an important artistic, social 
and political revolutionary, On the basis 
or Ihis book. Yevtushenko h revealed 
as a readable, enjoyable but minor poet 
with a powerful, but essentially limited, 
line in liberal, humanitarian dissent. An 
Establishment rebel? 

Yevtushenko does noi hi into the 
contemporary avant-garde Tradition of 
poet as shaman, prophet, priest, guru 
That is, the essence of his published 
work does not courageously pioneer 
new frontiers of style and thought but 
continues to explore, and exploit, gradual 
changes within older, safer territories of 
content and form; does not create bul 
reflects. His restricted revolutionary in¬ 
sight and lack of wide visionary scope 


Strongly contradict such pretensions. 
Neither is he gifted with a penetrating 
mental clarity; nor has he attained the 
deep wisdom and certainty of direction, 
essential for that most exacting role. 
Rather, he skilfully fulfils a more limited, 
but still valuable, function as public 
confessor and social conscience: his work 
mirroring the doubts and aspirations of 
an articulate, thinking Russian minority 
but seldom transcending its limitations. 

He has achieved international stalus 
via his reputation as a popular idol and 
national spokesman, yet must ultimately 
be judged solely on the creative beauty 
of his poetry and I he wider validity of 
its message. 

Yevtushenko's poems, even ihe 
slightest, are refreshingly bonesi and 
never obscure or fake; always speaking 
freely and truthfully. There's nobody I 
envy / nothing that I fear' Each poem 
strives to capture his feelings, thoughts, 
ideas, condition ai the moment of 
creativity. Their most endearing quality, 
a genuine warmth, tenderness t urgent con- 


REVIEWS 

v id ton and hopeful despair, ‘shall we 
never f mute rotund each other" A per¬ 
sistently self obsessive tendency is cleverly 
turned into * workable vehicle, I'm weary 
of running from myself which overcome*! 
irritation and other communication 
barriers 

Artistically. Yevtushenko is improving] 
and developing an effective lyrical styleJ 
If he continues to publicly laugh at the I 
arrogance of blown-up reputations' hej 
will fully justify bus own reputation .l, ,i| 
poetic champion ol dignity and hasij 
human rights bul he is presently nn| 
more, or less, [ban that. 

BtMkhitrn t Lattes. Dave Cri'M it i : E.t 

Generals Die 
in Play 


Continued fic,.T pagu I 
Board, who made ihe slatemenl said lhal 
productivity per at're of agricultural land 
was lower in the Umtcd States (ban in 
Britain and in Britain it w-as lower than 
in the United A nib Republic tn fact 
in ihe countries where food was short 
They had Ihe labour-power: given the 
aid in improving water supplies, facilities 
for grain siorage, provision of fencing 
and help with farming methods they 
could feed themselves and probably pro¬ 
vide :j surplus. Every extra mouth to 
feed meant two extra hands to harvest 
and, whilst one docs noi wish to go on 
the record as being in favour of child 
hi hour, the assistance of children in the 
family or communal agricultural occupa¬ 
tions has its education a) advantages. 

Thomas More in his Utopia spoke of 
‘sheep eating up men', a reference In 
the replacement of arable land by 
pastures and consequently Ihe erosion of 
the soil by ihe cloven hoof of the sheep. 
Richard St. Barbe Baker has pointed 
out lhat the same thing is happening 
today, and advocates a con cent rat ion 
upon ihe raising of crops ralhcr than 
the rearing of cattle. This may seem 
like the thick end of the vegetarian 
wedge but one can truthfully point out 
[ten Ihe majority of ihe world's popula¬ 
tion is* by compulsion, vegetarian the 
major pari of ils life. Meat-eating is a 
wasteful method of food-consumption 
particularly in what would seem to be 
a starving world. 

WASTE OF WASTE 

In fact, the keynote to much of what 
goes on i fi the world today is ‘waste* 
The waste of brains* the waste of labour, 
the wjMe of food* the waste in fact of 
waste 

The well-known waste of militarism 
is too old a theme to be harped on here 


140 Million 

bul the supposition ihul //' ibe money 
were not spent on hardware ic would be 
available to buy food for the starving 
masses is loo naive to be considered. 
States, by their nature, prefer lo spend 
lhe labour of their subjects upon pro¬ 
jects of world power, of military glory, 
of national security, of political inde¬ 
pendence. all expressed in terms of Ihe 
amassing of weapons of destruction, re¬ 
cruit menl of personnel lo service those 
weapons and recruiltnent of person rid 
to serve the men who service t he¬ 
wed pons This horde and its dependants 
must in mm be fed, clothed, sheltered 
and kepi warm by the community albeit 
Ihe function of this section of Ibc com¬ 
munity is wholly lhai of a consumer, a 
parasite. ’Man' It has been pointed out 
‘is the only creature who measures his 
well-being by the number of his para¬ 
sites'. If this be irue T man is rich indeed 

The bruins of the world are being 
wasted on military research, on space 
research, on consumer research, on the 
production of *illlh' in manifold forms, 
but the production of sufficteni nourish¬ 
ing food for the population of the world 
is a problem the solution of which 
would seem to be easily attainable given 
the will. 

The labour of the world is wasted in 
the multiplication of 'wants’, raiher than 
the filling of the 'needs' of the world. 
Food, clothing and shelter are ihe mini¬ 
mum needs of all. How many of the 
world's population can claim satisfaction 
in ail these requirements? 

The food of the world is wasted by 
adulteraiion, by centralization of distri¬ 
bution which necessitates packaging, 
freezing and canning. Gluls of market¬ 


able crops are a disaster in an agriculture 
geared to the price-structure. Dvcr- 
speciafization in the production of cash 
crops leads to Ihe impoverishment of 
the soil and impoverishment of the 
peasantry who are turned into mere 
labourers in factories in the field. 
NIGHTMARE OF MEGALOPOLIS 
The soil of the world is wasted by 
unde r-ulitizu lion and wrongful utiliza¬ 
tion. The Jack of balance between town 
and country has created the urban 
sprawk and the nightmare of Megalo¬ 
polis. The molor-car, which should 
have been a Uberuling convenience, has, 
like so many machines* become a de¬ 
manding Moloch to which lives, health 
and urban amenities must periodically 
be sacrificed. The motorways slash and 
scar what was once the land whereby 
we could live. 

flte forests hove been cut down to 
provide Ihe very paper on which these 
words have been written. The land¬ 
scape has been despoiled in many areas 
by those huge dumps of industrial ex¬ 
creta, one of which tumbled upon 
A be r fan, recently. Proposals are made 
from time to time to hall the deforesta¬ 
tion or to beautify and make safe the 
dumps but very little happens since man 
is more concerned w r ith consuming than 
he is with producing, and his mounds of 
waste are monuments to his prosperity. 
Conservation is for peasants! 

A re turn to a decentralized society is 
necessary along with the ending of a 
market-economy to ensure the produc¬ 
tion of ample nourishing food to feed 
those 70 million extra mouths. In this 
the 140 million extra hands which 
accompany the mouths can play their 
part, 

Jack Robinson. 


THE GENERALS' TEA PARI 
Jeanette Ccichftine Tht-airc. 

rpHERE WAS SOMETHING curmti 
* appropriate and anachronistic a 
seeing an anil-war play on November 
To be quite truthful the military 
are too easy a target bul it w-as fun to 
them all knocked down again by 
Vi an 

The production is a gloriously kne 
bout farce and is. I suppose 
called a ‘satire* but. once having insl 
Ihe machinery with Ihe Amccj 
Chinese and Russians advising [he Fj 
how to start up a war. it is dil® 
stop it and the author could only ei 
play by a game of Russian rq 
This is. in a way, a tribute to thu 
struction of the play which carri 
along. 

The author was a satrap of the 
de Paiaphystque and during his 
career he translated the memo? 
General Omar Bradley This must 
inspired him in this savage attackj 
generals and upon the whale instil 
of militarism. The dialogue k w 
scandalous and must owe a great 
the translation of Simon Wuison- 

The Jeanette Cochrane Thca 
the London Traverse Theatre Co. 
theatre to watch. Their last prenli 
Loot was excellent and has now 
ferred to the Criterion. They 
welcome addition to a growing 

London’s worthwhile theatres 
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Anarchist 
Youth 
Conference 

'H/T RECEIVED the following circular 
letter; The next conference of 
Jennesse Europ&etutr will be held on 1 
December 24*26* l%6. in Milan, This ] 
is supported by comrade^ and gmups j 
from the following localities: Milan. I 
Turin, Brescia. Vicenza. Valenza. Savona* I 
Genoa, Igteslas and Paris, No other I 
groups or comrades have responded, 1 
either to confirm or to refuse We never- ♦ , 
thclcss have judged il legitimate to con¬ 
sider the proposal accepted, and we 
think it right to proceed with all speed 
with the necessary preparations. We ask 
your co-operation in sending us your 
items for the agenda, letting us know if 
you arc coming (and how many of you) 
and whether you will need accommoda¬ 
tion. 

Continued on p&tj# 3 
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WEST LONDON FEDERATION 

NtmiliUL | ANAHCtUSTYi Coutact Jua 
llriifipjn, t Pi KitiastilN Avenue, NotiUoli. MiddW- 

rct Mectdia* ftmt and thud Wcdttrtda^ «( the 

month a< Icanntc'v, 6 Hgiaoin C'tme, Noi tinoH 
Paik Mtddlmaa, at 1 JO pm 
t AUNG anahi ms i GROUP Cel into 
Uattlt nlth Ailrian tleibymhire 2 Oelkley House. 
Oakley Avenue, Lww$on W s 
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Meeting' dlvtuaiion* Ciminct )VUr 
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PROPOSED GROUPS 

SUirm WiAT MIOUI eSKX. V i Gnody, 56 
Norman Aveimc, Han^otih, Middlc*«\ 

RINGS l(TN ON THAMES ANO ARKA. 
Acttviaib f ^^iully Please write «n.l> lo HrJan 
I' BijieIuliii. 2 Fulllitimki Cottaptci, Chuieh Hoad. 
Wurcwater Park. ,S>rfe> 


MANOIKSTKR PRO VOS. ail Ifitore^ted contact 
Uavid Sirinfer and Pave Vnubeh, G r jmen 
Street, Chcetham Hill* Manchester, S. 

V VMBR)1H;T- Conlact Wallyjon IMitiftttofth. c ti 
Richmond Hnuic. Devon Hoad, Cambrid^r 
MlO MtUDLESEX. [Harrow. Wembley, Fd^ware. 
Hqntloii.) Anyone interested m tofmitil a 
tihetiarlan (mup foe disetmten and jvmibte 
aciion writ# tn Nicolas and Haiti Waiter, 4 
Vane Clote, Kentun. Harrow, Middlevcv 
SOli I II COAST. BRIGHTON* FTC. 1 isThaww. 
UaMingv l ewe* area mntftct Alan Albon. The 
Stabte. Glynleiftli Farm, Pewiytcy. Sixuneit Phooa , 
HBUilmm \5S. 

AS At FORD. Anyone imcrc*ttd ptea*e cofttK* 
Alin Prilchard. S Rcdford Street. SA'aiierd. Hcrt> 

M1 DIVAS I OWN S A R F S Pi aptned t i teufk 
f ritrll Pnvicv, 22 Si MiTHatet s. Sirecl. Rochester, 
Kent 


ABROAD 

U.S.A, NEW YORK CITY. N Y Fcderaiteo of 
Anarchh^. c/o I oreti Bookshop, Ml FSast ^th J 
Sued. N Y , t(KX» Mcoi> every ThuridJiy evenita* j 
AUStRALi.A, Anarelml Group. PP Bc^ A .1^1. I 
Sydney South Public meeting* every Sunday in | 
tiif Domain, 2pm and Monday?. 72 Oatenl I 
Strtcl, Paddinfttoii, Sydney. S p-.ni. 

LFAVLH11 ANAKCHI^T FESBRAriOS. 52 
Sobonft'Cop«ukajten. Drnmark 

Vancouver, i.c., Canada, Anr»nc intefts- I 

led mi tom uni anarchist and/ar dircd action 
peace croup- contact Duek A Janie*. H44 
Litand Boulevard, North Vmitenw. BC, 
Canada Tel m2Am 
USA. 1FKMONT/NRB FlAMPSIURF 
cuasion Action (tronp anyone? ^fliniact t/.d Slrtuv*. 
KHJ 2 WoudMock, Vermont 05fWI. VSA 
VW'FDEN. Stockholm Anarchisi FedcFttlon, i 
Contact Nadir. Boy J9104, Stoekhohn 19, Si*ifden 
CANADA: Winniprp. Anybody mierc^itj m 
Dtrecl OcIlOft/bnirchy con lad G. J. Nwlr, 6% 
Matheryon Avenue. Winnlpea, 17. Mandoha 
BELGIUM: U1GE, Brovin, l .. ,1.k„uo t * arln 
M Avenue dc ta Liiterte, S’cle^mi f Hi;n, 
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rxTUDFNTS f tir u democratic society 
^ Iilivc been working ill mmmer on 
flic ertition of » University in 

Mdwaukce 

Tlic University being csiublished to 
create an atmosphere m which a tfemo- 
critlte exchange of i^eas is possible and 
the individual tran participate in a 
personal learning experience This atmos¬ 
phere does not cxesI m the present multi- 
uni versily system Compel 1 lion for 

grades, large impersonal classes, emphasis 
'getting a degree' rather than an 
education, authoritarian relationships 
between administration. faculty, and 
students—all these have contributed to 
an unsatisfactory situation in the modern 
university. 

Today's university has become isolated 
from and insulated against the American 
Lcommimitv Communications have broken 
■down between students and faculty. 
|tpcutiy and administration. Today's 
pholar has become more isolated from 
Scholars of differing disciplines, 

I The Free University will provide new 
Ictinitions for the concepts of student 
fcnd teacher, A student wilt be one who 
■leek- knowledge a teacher one who has 


knowledge to share The relation between 
them will be that of the dialogue Struc¬ 
tural decisions will he made loinily by 
students and teachers. A forum for 
interdisciplinary exchange will be created, 
I he Free University of Milwaukee will be 
a perpetual experiment, constantly seek¬ 
ing to re-evaluate and re-define its 
framework. 

Courses include: Community organiza¬ 
tion as a form of social change: anar¬ 
chism and avant-garde literature, Ameri¬ 
can sexual values and conduct: Marxism 
as a social science; The Constitution— 
myth and reality; Vietnam. 

The course on Anarchism and avant- 
garde literature is given by Barbara and 
Morgan Gibson (2705 N, Maryland, 
M jlwaukcc. Wisconsin). 

While on the subject of free schools 
and universities we have been informed 
that Collators School (ThielIs Hoad. 
Stony Point. NY) which was an ex peri- 
men lal tree school has been burnt down, 
li is planned to rebuild it. The building 
operation i* to be pari of the educational 
process and, lo do this, they need money, 
equipment books and workers. If you 
can help in any way get in touch. 


TA Quells ‘Anarchist Rebellion’ 


BAND of anarchists driven from 
the mainland by rising prices and 
uploymerit had gathered on the island 
| Arran They were armed with stolen 
feapons and organised in a quasi-military 
fte- The Scottish parachutists were 
|biJised and landed on Saturday to 
|J the revolt/ 

Ipncnce fiction? No pari of a report 
G las go h- Herald of a Terri tori:d 
exercise which took place Iasi 
jjth and ’arose out of the side-effects 
|he country ’s wage freeze' 

Glasgow- company were playing 
lede of anarchists, whom J'm afraid 
ollcated b> superior strength. The 
(ttgow anarchists withdrew' across the 
in a senes of light engagements. ;md 
have csc&npd were it not for me 

K advance of the Edinburgh men in 
OTipany. 

^Contained by high cliffs to their left 
driven back by the soldiers from 
jStordeen and Perth, the insurgents were 
xed in and confined by the attackers' 
lird company, who had infiltrated behind 
tom 

The assault on the insurgents started 
Sriien three companies of the 15th 
■(Scottish J Battalion of the Parachute 
Regiment (TA) were put ashore in three 
waves b> Gemini assault craft. The 
description by the reporter as to wfiat 
happened then is hilariously funny: 
'Perhaps the regular soldier would 


Youth Conference 

Continued from page 2 

May we remind you that if you wish 
to present for discussion theoretical ar¬ 
guments it i% necessary to send us ihe 
text of your paper so that a copy can 
be sent to all the other comrades and 
groups Jf you can translate the text 
into English or Italian or. belter slill. 
send several typed copies this will be of 
very great help. These, as well as your 
proposed items for the agenda, and in- 
forma U on on your attendance must 
reach us before the end of November 
Address, all communications to; Circolo 
'Sacco e VanzcitF, Via ix Murillo I. 
Milano, Italy, 

Translated by M-C. 


have waited until rhe assault craft were 
closer inshore before bounding out. 
Changes of clothing might not then have 
been required. This temporary dis¬ 
comfort did not however dampen the 
enthusiasm of the Territorials/ 
Counter-insurgency has been the 
theme of all training in the past year by 
this battalion, and the exercise was a 
climax and a test of the year’s work. 

M.H, 


Dear Headers. 

While all who witnessed (he childish 
bloody-mindedness that wrecked the last 
two ‘Lamb and Flag 1 meetings deplore 
it the explanation of it ihal appeared in 
Freedom is wide or the mark 

It is wrong to say that the wreckers 
acted as they did because they are 
'bourgeois elements*. No one called 
Charles Radd di e that when he was a 
Committee of 100 militant and on many 
occasions he and some of the other 
wreckers have 'taken action against rhe 
police/ Far from regarding their be¬ 
haviour as a /substitute for anarchist 
action* the wreckers constantly stated (hat 
one of their objections to the meetings 
was precisely that Ihey never did lead to 
any action. 

Five years ago it was widely believed 
that the anti-nuclear movement w*as the 
spearhead of real libertarian progress 
in this country. A lot of people who 
had their eyes opened by the anti-nuclear 
movement now feet they have come to 
a dead end as that movement has fizzled 
out. The only two broad approaches to 
anarchism still propagated are the onward 
march of progress—technology, automa¬ 
tion, etc—and the belief that the workers 
will ye! make a revolution. 

Many discerning people believe that 
Ihe march of 'progress' is leading to 
Brave New World or J9K4 w^hile they 
cannot see the slightest evidence that the 
workers are interested in libertarian 
ideas. (The workers gave no practical 
support to ihe bcttcr-publici^d and more 
urgent anti-nuclear movement.] So where 
does an anarchist who has an emotional 
need to be on the winning side go from 
here? Obviously (heir frustrated feelings 
turn inward on the movement for not 


PRICES & INCOMES BOARD AND 
ALL OUR READERS-Please Note 


OTARTING JANUARY mi the price 
^ of Fruldom wilt be nosed lo fid 
It will continue to be published on each 
Saturday except the first in each month, 
when Atmrehy tomes out, but the Iasi 
issue <»f Freedom m each month will be 
of eight pages We hope in these extra four 
pageh 10 deal in greater scope with cur¬ 
rent important matters, and to include 
some theoretical material. as well as 
giving more attention 10 cultural matters 
beside our regular art column 
The increase in price entails an in¬ 
crease in subscription Funding tub- 
scrip lion* will be honoured al ihe old 
rale. Readers whose subscriptions fall 
due up to the end of October will by 
now have received renewal no Ikes 
These wilt be accepted for a whole year 
at the old rale if paid hefare the end 
0 / November for subscriptions in the 
U.K, and Europe, and before the end 
of the year for oilier places abroad 
tn order to relieve ourselves of burden- 


some book-keeping, all subscriptions 
falling due during November and Decem¬ 
ber will be filled to the end of the year 
on the existing subscription, and will be 
renewable at the new* rates from January 
I. |Wi? You can help us a great deal 
by renewing without waiting for a re¬ 
newal notice, and by paying subscrip¬ 
tions separately from other account*. 

the new rates arc: 
l Hi I DOM oig> (pet year) 

ft 1(H (54 Ml) sin fuse mad 
12 I fix |SK DO) airmail 
ANARCHY only (unchanged) (per year) 
ft fit. (55 50) surface mail 
f2 7s, airmail 

( OMHIN1 I> SUBSCRIPTION 
FREEDOM & ANARCHY (per year) 

£2 lOif. (57 Mi) surface mail both 
£4 15s. (51250) airmail h*dh 
FREEDOM (airmail) & 

ANARC HY fwramaiJ) 

£3 I7s, ($10 50) per year 


‘Cuban Dancers Look for Jobs’ (They defected!) 


i in Hr was * swiNii towards modernlkm 
in the US elections with Kepuhliijiin^ m 
ihe fisccrnhmcy. It may m cun n little 
less mi palm (say about « Ion) m Viet¬ 
nam, a little modified torture for mp , 
lives and moderate discrimination against 
negroes, . . . 

Tnr amerhan ti re noss coincided with 
a major hat lie in Vietnam with 127 
American dead, fi05 wounded and eight 
captured or missing; NLF losses were 
g93 dead. 199 captured. American losses 
the previous week were fifi dead. There 
were rumours of a Christmas bombing 
truce which would give .1 chance for 
peace. Mr Oilwell. the Australian 
opposition leader, promised that if a 
Labour government were elected it would 
immediately in conxtdtation with the 
tinned Store* withdraw all conscripts 
from Vietnam. Labour, he said, would 
abolish conscription and discharge all 

conscripts now in army camps in 

Australia, The election is on November 
26. . . . 

Alter three months without a govern¬ 
ment, the Republic of San Marino now 
has one The extreme right-wing 
National Democratic Party won for the 
first lime eight seals in the Hesse Stale 
Parliament of the German Federal 

Republic- The Minister-President of 

Baden -Wuniem berg Kurt-Georg Kissin¬ 
ger has been proposed as leader of the 
ruling Christian Democratic Parly. Herr 
Kiesinger was a member of the Nazi party 
in 1933, but says he became an oppo¬ 
nent one year later after the Rohm plot. 
He claims he was 'forced to work in 
the Foreign Ministry in 1940/ He claims 
that he was denounced by two foreign 
office colleagues as an anti-Nazi and an 
opponent of Hitler's anti-Jewish cam¬ 
paign Herr Kiesinger said. These two 
men are still alive and living in Germany 
today. They could have cost me my 
life if the war had not ended when ii 
did/ (Twenty years after Herr Kiesinger 
joined the Nazi party!), . . . 

Albert speer. Hitler's Minister of 
Production, released after twenty years 
in Spandau jail, said in an interview in 
the Daily Express : I cannot escape 
responsibility, t know- that 1 have to 
take my share of guilt for all those 


THOSE ‘LAMB & 

leading them to the promised land and in 
(his sense, which is not the sense ihe 
phrase was used in the report, ihe wreck¬ 
ing is a 'substitute for anarchist action’. 

None of the wreckers are ‘rising young 
publishers, executives, professional people, 
etc/ just as the convenors and regulars 
(as distinct from those who have been 
'invited along 1 —by whom?“thesc meet¬ 
ings have for years been open) have not 
all come from ‘direct working class 
activity'. These meetings have been 
regarded by just about everyone who 
attends them as social events. Only 
about one meeting in ten can possibly be 
construed as one from which people can 
‘learn about anarchism/ Most of the 
lectures on class subjects in recent months 
have been delivered by Marxists, and 
Trots* of all hues have been hovering 
round for a tong while. 

The first of the two meetings that 
were wrecked consisted of a talk on 
ihe difficulties of human communication 
and a review of Forster's The Machine 
Stops, while the second was given by 
a professional man, a class of person 
the convenors effect to despise. These 
last lectures, like many of the preceding 
ones, were 00 quite interesting subjects 
but they hardly teach anarchism* 

So long as utopianism is preached, so 
long as people’s hopes are raised sky high 
only to he brought to earth with a thud, 
the kind of frustrated bickering and 
wrecking that ruined this scries of meet¬ 
ings will continue, Why can't we bloody 
well face the fact dial anarchism will 
always be a minority movement and 
then the people with an emotional need 
to believe in the miJJenium cun buzz of! 
elsewhere 7 

One lust point: I have little time for 
# ■ I* Schweitzer and his ideas yul it is 
only fair 1*1 point out that he htu not 
given me the impression Ihu! he has 
been ‘trying to break up meetings’. He 
has interrupted speakers lo disagree with 
them on many occasions (as have many 
other people! hut this is a different thing 
from deliberate wrecking 
Li tndan J1.11 K Of I ns ON, 

Open Letter to the 
Convenors of LAG2 

Dear Comrades, 

So once again the Working Class has 
been routed by the Bourgeoisie! Four 


dcHlhs. It will be with me until I die 
w heri I joined the Nazi party it was 
«»sy to tell myself that I wnui'l ami- 
^milk, that some of my best friends 
and colleagues were Jewish, But in join¬ 
ing the party I subscribed loially to the 
anti-Semitic theories of Hiller That 1 
what I have to face/ Referring to 
his protection of ‘non-Aryans' in his 
employ he said, J have often thought 
about it. It would be good to say that 
protected them as my personal pro 
lest against the policy of the party l 
can l claim that J protected them as 
good executives and draughtsmen and 
planners, Speaking of the extermina¬ 
tion camps he said. The German people 
accepted it [that they were merely work 
camps] because, let's face it. it is what 
we nil wanted to accept. To have made 
inquiries, and 1 was in a position to 
make forceful inquiries, must have re¬ 
vealed the truth. The truth was there 
hut we did not seek to find it. So you 
see there is nothing that can absolve me. 
t think of it constantly/ Spartacist-West 
(an American Trotskyist journal) prints 
an amazing contribution to industrial 
history in its criticism of ‘direct action* 
protests ’. in T940, striking workers 
at a West Coast airplane plant were 
forced back to work by veteran troops 
using fixed bayonets, so thai production 
for war could continue . In ihe Morning 
Star a protest against the war in Viet¬ 
nam is made by 44-year-otd Mrs. 
Nadczhda Popova from Minsk. She holds 
the two highest Soviet awards for bravery 
as a bomber pilot. She flew night raids 
over the German lines . . 

The president of the Dow Chemical 
Company, manufacturers of napalm. 
Herbert L. Doan, suggested to The East 
Village Other that opposition to the use 
of napalm has arisen only because the 
aim of The war in Vietnam was noi 
clear. The American New Leader 
(10.10.66) carries an article defending 
the universities conducting classified 
research (for example on germ war¬ 
fare) for the Federal government and 
concludes: ‘Although the university must 
devote the bulk of its resources to the 
free exchange of ideas and the conduct 
of open research, it is also obliged to 
aid the defence of the system which 
makes academic freedom possible. The 


FLAG’ MEETINGS 

tiny-minded activists have brought the 
only public Anarchist meetings in Central 
London to a bait. After openly stating 
their intention of forcing you to *Lop 
your meetings, they were still allowed 
to come in and gang up in the back 
row—and win! 

How sloppy can you get? The 
moment someone announces that his 
intention is not to present intelligent 
argument or to help maintain open 
discussion at an Anarchist meeting, your 
responsibility towards his freedom of 
speech ceases. That you should have 
been afraid to toss these goons out as 
soon as their purpose became clear— 
presumably because you couldn’t bear 
the thought of them saying you were not 
libertarian!—demonstrates that you were 
no clearer in your understanding of 
Anarchism than they were. 

By what perversion of Anarchist 
individualist theory they can justify their 
behaviour we cannot begin to guess. It 
doesn’t seem to us to be important any 
more, since by their behaviour they 
have put themselves beyond the pale of 
Anarchist consideration. What is disturb¬ 
ing is the revelation of the incompetence 
with which these meetings were con¬ 
ducted, thus allowing them to be brought 
lo a hall in ibis ignominious way. 

Even more disturbing is the rewriting 
of history with respect to the character 
of London Anarchist Group meetings in 
the past. They were never founded 
simply to present a 'militant working 
class' point of view, but to hold meetings 
to put forward Anarchist points of view 
in all their variations. Your statement 
thill Quite clearly they were begun at a 
time when working class activity pre¬ 
dominated 1 is utter nonsense 

London Anarchist Group 2 began with 
it hang (on paper) a year or so ago when 
about 20 signatories announced its forma- 
lion with the intention of rectifying all 
ihe shortcomings of I AG I the Group 
which had run Central London meetings 
lor many, many years These signatories 
included some real nld working class 
in activists dug up from the past, and 
ih programme included a most impressive 
list of activities not one of which has 
been fulfilled. Indeed *0 far the achieve¬ 
ments oi LAG 2 have been to allow the 
work of LAG 1 to collapse For instance 
the Summer Schools which had been an 
annual fenltire of the movement's life for 
over 20 years are no Linger held, and 


-Morning Star 

same issue carries an article by a Briga¬ 
dier-General (retired) deploring the US 
press's dereliction of duty in not writing 
up American victories in Vietnam, He 
concludes: 'The pdy is ihal a national 
will might polarize around this solid, 
shining and reassuring performance fin 
Vietnam] if we were but permitted lo 
view jV ■ - * 

John deane potter, writing in Tit-Hits, 
makes a profound sociological observa¬ 
tion on the Moors murder Tt might 
aJmost be said that murder—in particular 
mass murder — has long been ihe privi¬ 
leged prerogative of the British middle 
classes. But like everything else in the 
modern worJd the pattern is changing. 
Myra Hindiey and Jan Brady, with their 
slum working-class council house back¬ 
ground, have a I last altered that. They 
have broken through the class barrier 
for mass murder/ , , . 

The (HEJ.sea post Christmas toy adver¬ 
tising supplement carries an article 
boosting the products of the Daisy 
Manufacturing Co,, manufacturers of toy 
pistols, B.B. guns and rifles, in which 
the author says; ‘Any child is better 
off for knowing how lo shoot. And 
there is no doubt that Americans have 
some quality of self-reliance, some 
ruggedness of spirit that men always 
acquire when they grow up with guns 
and accept them as part of Their heri¬ 
tage/ An eighteen-year-old American 
schoolboy from Mesa, Arizona, shot 
dead four women and a child in a 
beauty parlour, with an 0.22 pistol—a 
Christmas present from his parents. . , . 

An African salvation army major was 
convicted in Rhodesia of hiding arms 
for use by Africans in Rhodesia. A 
Salvation Army band played for the 
memorial service to Rhodesians who died 
in the World War, Tan Smith unveiled 
a Liberty Bell for Rhodesia. . , . 

A £30,000 bingo scheme, with the score 
card inside the label on tins of Kil-e-Kai 
catfood. was declared illegal by three 
judges in ihe Divisional Court. The 
judges will decide whether to give leave 
to appeal to the House of Lords. 

Jon Quixote. 


now 1 the Central London meetings have 
collapsed, through sheer inadequacy in 
dealing with half-a-dozen loudmouthed 
bourgeoisie/ 

Incidentally, can we point out the 
illogicality of your arguments on this 
narrow ‘class* issue, when in paragraph 
five you denounce your disrupters for 
being ‘professional' types, while in para* 
graph seven you blandly praise your 
speaker while describing him as *a pro¬ 
fessional man*. What the hell has this 
got to do with anything anarchistic? If 
we are getting down to personalities with 
respect to occupations, what are you to 
say about ihe fact that two out of your 
four good selves are concerned with 
running bookshops—a fairly middle class 
and intellectual occupation? In para¬ 
graph ten you have, most properly, a 
word of praise for the management of 
‘The Lamb & Rag—whom we know to 
be good libertarian Conservatives! It 
was in fact left to the landlady to come 
up and bring a little order into your 
meeting! 

This whole episode and all that led 
up to it seems to us to be quite shameful, 
arising as it does out of the stupid ped* 
dling of narrow aspects of Anarchism, 
raising personal preferences into harmful 
and disruptive prejudices. We are sick 
and tired of the constant sniping that 
goes on between those who claim to have 
the monopoly of truth about Anarchism; 
the individualists on one side and the 
Anarcho-Syndicalist* on the other, and 
all the various shades in between. 

Both sides in this conflict have shown 
themselves Jacking in simple basic under- 
standing of the central philosophy of 
Anarchism, Ill-mannered shouting down 
at an Anarchist meeting betrays a com¬ 
plete lack of the dignity and inner 
strength which is ihe prime necessity for 
the mature individualist, while the feeble 
inability to defend your activities against 
this disruption shows a grave lack of the 
guts necessary to sustain a militant stand- 
pom! You now come whining to ‘The 
Movement* its this something apart from 
LAG 2?) lo ’lake note of the conduct 
of these people/ and bravely assure us— 
now it is too Jute—that ‘your meltings 
are not going to put up with this again'. 
Why did von put up with it at all? 

Yours fraternally, 

Philip Sansom, 

Frances Sokolov, 
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BuHding Unions 
inock Mutants 


NOVEMBER 7 was the day when 
building workers should Imve 
received a wage increase, freely 
negoTicncd Iasi year. of .Id, lor 
craftsmen and 2Id lor labourers. 
However, Mils has been frozen for 
six months because of the Govern¬ 
ment's incomes policy. 

The majority of (he executives of 
the building trade unions have 
accepted (he Government's policy 
und in fuel are currying out the 
decisions volcd on ai the Annual 
Delegate Conferences. But although 
these decisions were taken at con¬ 
ferences held in the summer, ihe 
resoluiions sent up by ihe branches 
were voted on before the effects of 
the squeeze had changed the cco« 
notnic situation. Legislations was 
a runner, but not the freezing of 
existing wage agreements So it is 
little wonder that trade unionists 
should express themselves, espe¬ 
cially now lhat the whole position 
of free bargaining is in danger. 

The unofficial com mil lee of 
stewards and active trade unionists, 
the London Joint Sites Committee, 
called for a demonstration of a half- 
day stoppage in protest against the 
freezing of the pay rise. Other 
similar committees in Manchester 
and Liverpool also gave their sup- 
porl On a number of sites in these 
cities a demonstration look place, 
while in London there was a march 
from Speakers' Corner to the em¬ 
ployers' headquarters in Cavendish 
Street, and then on to Denison 
House for a meeting. 



Contact Column 

This column exists for mutual aid. 
Donation* towards cost of typesetting 
will be welcome. 

Libertarian I wkIktv' As&uciufidu. Meet¬ 
ing to discuss organ Nation/lulu re 
activities/ publications, 7,30 p„m, Fri¬ 
day, November 25, 5 Caledonian 
Road, N.l. 

ALTommoftaiKm. Twenty-year-old girl 
with five-month-old baby warns 
accommodation (with Of without 
work) where she could take care bf 
baby. Box 41. 

Vietnam. Open-air Protest Meetings held 
ever) Saturday in North Hanover 
Street, Glasgow at 3 p.nt. Glasgow 
Anarchist Group and USM platform. 
All libertarian groups invited to 
attend and participate. 
AcconirtHiriniMin. Young couple (with 
two small sons) urgently need 3-room 
s.c. Hat at reasonable rem. Willing 
To decorate, baby mind, help in 
house, garden, etc Box 42. 

Direct Anion Deturatur^. A free asso¬ 
ciation of independent building 
workers invites enquiries from budd¬ 
ing tradesmen and potential custo¬ 
mers. Write Jo Peter Allen. 6 St. 
Stephens Crescent, London. W,2 
Af'i'ormrmflaftim. Mar tin and Sue Gilbert 
seek unfurnished accommodation in 
Greater London, area — consider 
sharing — phone PAKk 4701 
Siluutimi and AccoBraodaliou Wanted, 
Young man, returning from Hrarif, 
needs cheap accommodation and jub. 
Anything considered, 1st van Levy, 
c/o Freedom Pres*. 

Budges. Small quantities made In order, 
black lettering on coloured back¬ 
ground (sorry, no symbol*J lor anar¬ 
chist groups or individuals. Pro¬ 
ceeds to anarchist duplicator fund. 

I Badges 1 in. diameter, If jn. shortly) 
1/- each. 10/- per dozen, JO for £1, 
Assorted if necessary. Orth with 
orders, or enquiries to: HAT,, do 
I3H Penny mead. Harlow, Rssex 
A ecu ii mi nda I i tin. Attic wanted in Camden 
Town »jrca by immumed but stable 
couple. Furnished and own cooking 
Ijiienby, 40 Mommglon Terrace. 
N.W.I. 

If yuii wish to ruiike eon fuel kl us know. 



It must be admitted that the turn¬ 
out in London of a few hundred 
was disappointing even though 
several of the bigger sites were re¬ 
presented. However, thcfc were 
reasons for this. Quite a few jobs 
have been in dispute recently and 
because of the squeeze, many wor¬ 
kers have had an overtime cutback. 
In addition, the unions, through the 
National Federation of Building 
Trades Operatives, attacked those 
organising the token stoppage. In 
a statement to the press, the 
NFBTG said: 'Officers and mem¬ 
bers who participate in any of these 
proposed unofficial activities are 
warned that they expose them¬ 
selves to disciplinary action as a 
consequence/ In a letter to all 
Federal ion Stewards, the Regional 
Secretary of I he NFBTO has said: 
*1 wish to bring to your attention 
a directive from the Executive 
Committee, regarding the unofficial 
demonstration arranged for Monday, 
November 7 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION’ 

m 

I have to advise you that if you, 
or your she, support this demon¬ 
stration, which is contrary lo the 
expressed policy of the Affiliated 
Unions, and participate in any of 
lhe.se proposed unofficial activities, 
then you are exposing yourselves to 
disciplinary action as a cause- 


Com riides. 

Ownership can qjJlu’r mean tie fan 
ownership, which i* n> utl intenii and 
purposes mramugkw. if It cannot be 
enforced, or it meuros control uf with 
usl o/ the Consequent benefit*, Thru* 
are all too many example In this twen¬ 
tieth century 1 of ownerthip being <h jure 
mted in the community, with little or 
no benefit in the commnnnlfly of thru 
eummunily Those tike your correspon¬ 
dent Newell or the SPtili generally who 
insist on waffling about ownership cither 
are unaware of which century they in¬ 
habit, or use lerrus in a meaningless 
sense 

Workers' control means control of an 
enterprise by those who work therein 
It therefore is perfectly cunsiMent with 
the desire to abolish both cripftnfislx and 
workers, sis classes, at I tie mi me time to 
desire workers 4 contra!, as there will 


quence/ We will have to wait and 
see whni 'disciplinary action' is to 
be taken by the Federation and the 
affiliated unions, but, an attack from 
the executives was not unexpected 

With other joint sites committees 
forming in different parts of the 
country and a paper, the Rank ami 
Rile putting across a militant policy 
lor building workers, the union 
bureaucrats hud to make a move. 
This surely illustrates that these 
'Committees* are having an eFFeei 
The Amalgamated Society of Wood¬ 
workers* Executive Council is 
worried to the extern Lhat at the 
end of a statement in which they 
defend the acceptance of the freeze, 
they make an attack, printed in bold 
type, on an 'unofficial committee' 
which is ‘planning a stoppage' for 
November 7. They do not name 
it. but smear it by writing that 
'This committee may or may not 
be composed of building trade 
unionists , . 

The ASW executive think lhat 
the freeze must be accepted because 
the L Lowest-pa ad workers have been 
hardest hit by rising prices and they 
stand lo gain the most in Ihe short 
mn\ Bul how long is the short 
run? Prices can go up a lot in six 
months and even if the lower-paid 
worker gels a rise during the period 
of severe restraint, it won't make 
up for what he has lost through 
higher prices, rents, wage Freeze and 
possible cuts in bonus and overtime 
earnings. 

The employers, knowing that the 
unions are trying to curb militancy, 
have used the 'Joint Si teji’ as a 
bogy-man Both My tons on the 
Barbican scheme and Sun leys on the 
Horscferry Road site are blaming 
this Committee for the disputes 
they have on their hands. Militant 
trade unionists are assailed both by 
the employers and the union execu¬ 
tives. This is the inevitable conse¬ 
quence of inking things into their 
own hands. Building workers have 
taken decisions for action against 
policies lhat not only attack I heir 
standard of living but also trade 
unionism as such. 

Similar committees of rank and 
file trade unionists have been and 
are being formed in other industries. 
Rank and file direct action is 
spreading and a conference, spon¬ 
sored by a number of these com¬ 
mittees. will soon be held in London, 
li is to be hoped lhat some co¬ 
ord i nation and liaison will emerge 
from this gathering and that for 
some* at least, the fragmentation 
and isolation of action which now 
lakes place will, in the future, be 
remedied. All success lo this con¬ 
ference. 


still be, in the free society, differing 
enterprises Indeed, since it will involve 
a degree of decent red bat lion, an enter 
prisms will in all probability involve less 
miller than mure people than now; mid 
workers 4 control asserts the right of tltose 
in each such enterprise to work by their 
own method*, no doubt taking into eon 
is i dc nil ion The needs of others but retain¬ 
ing dee ist on- making them wives 
I don't know why it te that FkiinuoM 
so often gets letters asking it to drop its 
best correspondents I cun only sup¬ 
pose other editors arc jealous ami want 
Arthur and Hill on their own stntL so 
gel stooges to ask Freedom to drop 
them Muy 1 tuggert that instead of 
saving space by dlopping tilem you saw 
tl by ignoring the periodic letters asking 
you to drop them. 

Witney ( it ihilnh Om it 
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BARBARA 

TRANSPORTED 


QN OCTOBER TO. Barbara Castle, 
the Minister of Transport, misin¬ 
formed her television audience that 'our 
row/ur find cities wifi never he able to 
cope with their traffic, or the fraiMport 
needs of millions of people r without im- 
Proving ami expanding their public tram- 
port serviced 

That Ministers make fatuous public 
statements is to be expected and accepted 
but. when Ihe materia! evidence publicly 
contradict Ministerial policy, then the 
political pamphleteer could, with some 
justice, whistle Ihe word traitor from 
his lexicographic whorehouse of abuse 
and throw it sound wise, Yet such is die 
fantasy of this situation, to use this 
term against these men and women is to 
cry trciuion in an orderly madhouse 

We have a social democratic Minister 
of Transport mouthing, in all sincerity, 
the pious liberal sentiments of her trade 
while outside in The very streets the 
transport of a major city slowly ebbs 
away as garages arc dosed, staff reduced, 
routes wiped out and men and women 
are left to wait longer and longer to 
travel beyond walking distance 

Time and lime again the official lie 
has been offered lhat it is lack of human 
labour that forces the transport bureau¬ 
cracy to suffer these transport reductions 
onto a complaining community but as 
the official W&ge freeze fuss its effect 
and unemployment creeps into the Lon¬ 
don area so the labour position within 
the London bus garages becomes easier. 
For the first time in many years there 
are now spare staff to cover holiday and 
sjckmss service rota jobs, scheduled 
bme\ that once stood idle in garages 
through lack of manpower are now on 
the mad. and overtime, to cover staff 
shortage, is no longer to be had for the 
asking Yet in January of 1967, after 
15 years of deliberately bleeding London 
of its public transport, Lhcre will again 
be a savage weeding out of this pathetic 
transport system while Barbara makes 
happy motions with her hands within 
some closed office. 

What we have is a Social Democratic 
politician still making electoral speeches 
and fearful to use the power of her 
mini-ministry against the time “entrenched 
bureaucracy who know that they will 
still be warming their arses when 
Bnrabani is just another politician out 
of office so that while the politician out¬ 
lines vague schoolgirl schemes to her 

Directing Group 4 the unknown men 
who control London's transport will 
continue their declared policy of overall 
reduction in direct contradiction to the 
Ministers declared aim 

Between 1^48 and 1965 there has been 
a 43 Y. reduction in bus services, but in 
1966 to I%7 the yearly average reduc¬ 
tion of 21",, of buses on the road will 
be five times as much. Over the lust 
few years London Transport has man¬ 
aged to lose over 2,000.000 passengers, 
for it is futile to stand in the cold and 
the rain for (he bus that never scents 
to come when one can walk the distance 
in ten or fifteen minutes Yet according 
to the Trans ports own statistics 77.7’ 
of those who travel by bus travel two 
miles or lew while 45.5 travel less 
than one mile. 

(■very conductor knows thut as an 
economic unit the profit from a bus 
comes from the rabbits who travel short 
distances, so therefore cold logic de¬ 
mands that if you nre running a trans¬ 
port system for profit then what the 
community needs is a transport that is 
frequent, quick and comfortable 

Some few weeks ago the tragic and 
unnecessary death of so many tmy 


)\ 
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children in Abcrfun drew attention fi 
a few brief hours lo the stupidity J 
the evil of economic efficiency V*-lj 
allowed to set the puce in tiny 
munal activity, for always it is ball 
on the swordedge of lower wage 
merits and public disaster But as J 
as we accept a society where praj 
made Ihe sole criterion for judging 
community service then that serviced 
fall into Ihe grey hands of clerk: 
office who, by ihcir very calling 
men without vision or imagimitioi 
We arc a major city yet our pa] 
transport is an international dis| 

Hours upon hours arc added to:j 
weekly work -hours of the mass of l 
doners merely in their efforts to gel 
and from their places of employ] 
while after midnight Ihe dty dies thn 
lack of public transport tbcyonj 
skeleton night service) and our Uj 
grounD system, lhat once won v 
praise, becomes a catacomb of 
and empty tunnels. 

So many many times over the J 
years have anarchist speakers and wrii 
expounded the virtue and the ncee&sti 
of judging all communal commiEment] 
as social services and not as ttemonsti 
lions of financial skill and over the loni 
and dragging years they (those forgo ttei 
men speaking on windy comers, wrilirtL 
in minority papers and speaking in dirty 
>;ul little rooms) have been b roved so 
right, Our libraries, our water, our 
sewers* your police, your courts, your 
armies, your prisons, our roads, our 
hospitals and our schools are rightly 
judged not by w r hat profit they can show 
in the clerk's tally but how well or 
badly they serve the community 

Transport for millions is now a daily 
irritant and, for our bureaucracy, a dire 
and unpleasant necessity Only when it 
k interwoven into the social fabric of 
our metropolitan society, and operated 
on the moneyless bask of our other 
community services, will the derks-in- 
office turn their dead eyes in the direc¬ 
tion of public service, for they will be 
judged not in the back rooms of the 
moneychangers, but vn the-streets where 
I he people stand and the buses should 
be one following on the other as long 
as the people wish it* 

Arthur Moysf, 
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